Documenting a rising tide
of hope in the decade after
one of humanity’s greatest
failures.

The 10th anniversary of the 1994
Rwandan genocide received extensive
media coverage, in the press and on
film. Much of the coverage has fo-
cussed on horrific atrocities committed
during the 100 days of genocide.

Rwanda: Hope Rises is a documen-
tary that explores how Rwanda is heal-
ing and rebuilding in the years follow-
ing the genocide. We show the pro-
gress of restoration and healing of a
scarred nation, and how they are build-
ing towards a hopeful future.
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A vast gulf of educators, trades-
people and leaders were left in the
wake of the genocide, either killed or
having fled. In Rwanda: Hope Rises
you will meet some of the inspiring men
& women who have made it their task
to rebuild a nation.

Nicholas Hitimana

Nicholas, a Hutu, narrowly es-
caped death as he fled with his
Tutsi wife. Safe in Scotland as
refugees, they vowed never to
return. But through a process of
forgiveness, they have come
back to Rwanda to help in the
rebuilding process.

Jesse, myself and the rest of the
team are excited about this project as
an opportunity to tell a hidden story of
hope. We truly believe that this docu-
mentary can have an impact by reveal-
ing the story and inspiring involvement
in Rwanda. We will bring home stories
and images that will enliven compas-
sion for this wounded nation.

+ Our desire is that the film
ﬂ will bring the devastation,
obstacles, hopes, and tri-
umphs of the Rwandan
people into the lives of
those who have never
heard their story. And we
hope that in some way, this film will
help aid in the process of Rwanda’s
healing and search for hope.

Rwanda: Hope Rises is a one-hour
documentary currently screening

If you would like to host a screening, or

for further information contact:

Trevor Meier, Director/Producer
604 613 2189, trevor@meiermg.com

follow our journey online at: hitp://hoperisesfilm.com
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Background and Description of our Project

Genocide

In April 1994, years of tension be-
tween divided Hutus and Tutsis erupted
into violence. A pre-meditated plan for
the extermination of Tutsis and Hutu
moderates was undertaken over the
course of 100 days. As many as
1,000,000 men, women and children
were brutally murdered. Many were
killed using blunt objects and machetes.
Many endured nights of anguish as they
watched entire stadiums of people being
systematically chopped to death, await-
ing their turn, subjugated to rape, or
forced to kill their fam-
ily members before
being killed themselves.

The human anguish

are picking up the pieces, reconciling
with each other, and moving on.

Characters

Nicholas and Elsie narrowly es-
caped death at the hands of the Inter-
hamwe militias. Though they vowed
never to return, Nicholas & his family
returned after he earned his PhD in Scot-
land. He is now working under a USAID
grant to develop a sustainable
community-based program in essential
oils, a lucrative international market
supplying perfume &
herbal manufactur-
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Aftermath

Reconciliation & rebuilding after
such a slaughter is not a simple or short
process. Rwanda is going through a re-
markable, though sometimes painful re-
covery. Up to 90,000 still await trial.
Those who have served their terms face
reintegrating into communities where the
relatives of those they murdered still live.
Extremist militias still taunt the Rwandan
government from camps inside the DRC.
And on top of all this, Rwanda remains
one of the poorest nations in Africa.

The road to a better future is not
easy, but it is possible. Rwanda stands to
be a beacon of hope in East Africa, by
good governance, tackling corruption
and above all inspiring leaders to take
up the challenge.

Beyond rebuilding the tatters of in-
frastructure, education, health care and
economy, a change in the hearts of
people has been taking place. People

follow our journey online at: hitp://hoperisesfilm.com

peers by aiding in
peace & reconcilia-
tion.

Arthur Karuletwa is a young Rwan-
dan with a passion for coffee. He's
opened Kigali’s first coffee shop, and is
importing premium Rwandan beans to
North America.

And more... from President Paul
Kagame, to the man on the street, hope
seethes and bustles through this newly
invigorated country.

Documentary

Rwanda: Hope Rises is a one-hour
documentary filmed over three years
beginning in 2005.

The film follows the story of Nicho-
las and Elsie Hitimana: their marriage as
Hutu/Tutsi, their narrow escape from
genocide, the forgiveness process, and
their journey to help rebuild. Alongside
their story we see the aftermath, rebuild-
ing, challenges, and unique spirituality
of Rwanda, all explored through the
eyes of Rwandans... and what they hope
for the future.

financing:

All development &
production financing has
been privately raised.

production:

The film has been completed in
High-Definition, filming on Pana-
sonic cameras and the RED One

screenings:

We are currently organizing USA
West-Coast and a Canadian 10-
city screening tour
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